CIA Form 1.2: Investigating Relational Communication Through Texts
Identify one person that you met in the past 3-6 months with whom you exchange texts, at least now and then. This might be someone you were assigned to room with when you started college, a classmate or member of a student group you are involved in, or a new friend you’ve made. 

Review the record of your text exchanges with this person, going back as far in time as you can. Pay attention to how you open a text exchange (do you identify yourself, open with a greeting, or just dive into a message); your use of acronyms, emoticons or icons, and slang; and the formal versus casual nature of your message (do you capitalize words, use punctuation, write in complete or incomplete sentences). What topics do you address in your messages (tasks or responsibilities, feelings or emotions, other people)? 

Consider these features, and any others you notice, compare the messages you exchanged early on to those you have exchanged more recently. In what ways do your text messages map onto the kind of relationship you have with this person and how has it changed over time? 
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