CIA Form 5.1: Exposing Cultural Assumptions about Power

Take some time to create a list of all the titles you can think of that are used to designate a person who holds a position of power. To get you started, identify the different ways that you would complete these sentences, “One person who has power over me is my____” or “People in charge of _____ are called______.” Try to identify at least 15 terms. Then, review your list to uncover the cultural values embedded within those words. Do the words seem to honor or put down people in power? Do the terms tend to include more masculine, feminine, or gender-neutral references? What are the cultural assumptions about power that are encoded in the language you use?

	Titles for people holding positions of power

	Cultural values embedded within the title

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



